


Community invitation

Motivator for science and 
math

Thought leadership

Solving hard problems

Worldwide investment

Accessible hardware



Similarity to early PC industry!

Diverse audience

Fragmented hardware

Limited tools and 
technology

Development complexity

Reliability 

Skill/code transferability



A development platform and tools for the robotics community, 
supporting a wide variety of users, hardware, and application 
scenarios.

Robotics Developer Studio       
Microsoft®



Previewed - June 2006

V 1.0 - Dec 2006

V 1.5 - July 2007

V 2008 (2.0) - Nov 2008

V 2008 Refresh - Summer 2009
New sim sensor models and tutorials

New debug tool

Documentation update

Minor bug fixes

Customer opt-in feature usage

Over 60 supporting partners

Over 300,000 downloads

ñéthere is really nothing 

like thiséò
Sebastian Thrun, 

Stanford University

Robotics Developer Studio       
Microsoft®



www.microsoft.com/ccrdss



Smarter Products

Single Function 

and 

Educational Toys

Mobile

Information Bots

Mobile

Dexterous Bots

Not one robot ïbut many





Full Body

ñSensitive Skinò

Quiet Mechanical Drives

Inertial Measurement 

Unit

Cameras

Microphones

Speaker

Embedded PC 

w/802.11g

Passive Potentiometers

(Hips and Ankle)
Internal Temperature

Sensing

http://robotic.media.mit.edu      wdstiehl@mit.edu


