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June 10, 2020 
 
The Honorable Donald J. Trump 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
The Honorable Secretary Michael Pompeo 
US Department of State 
2201 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20520 
 
The Honorable Secretary Eugene Scalia 
US Department of Labor 
200 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20210 
 
The Honorable Acting Secretary Chad Wolf 
US Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
On behalf of the Massachusetts Technology Leadership Council (MassTLC), the state’s largest 
non-profit technology industry association, we write to address an urgent matter being 
considered by the Trump Administration. Specifically, we urge you to preserve the F-1 Student 
Optional Practical Training (OPT) program that attracts highly qualified foreign students to enroll 
in colleges and universities across the US and enables them to work here in their fields of study 
after they graduate. OPT is a vital and essential source of talent for our businesses and the 
presence of international students is a substantial boost for our economy.  
 
According to MassTLC’s 2017 report on The Economic Impact of Immigration on the US,  

“In total, 1.044 million international students were enrolled in U.S. institutions 
during the 2015/16 school year…NAFSA, a nonprofit association dedicated to 
international education, estimated that international students during the 2015/16 
school year contributed $32.8 billion to the U.S. economy and supported more 
than 400,000 jobs.” 

 
Additionally, according to a 2017 report from the National Foundation for American Policy, 79 
percent of full- time graduate students in computer science programs were foreign students. In 
addition, the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) recently announced that, despite the dire effects 
of the global pandemic, the US unemployment rate in computer operations actually declined 
from 3% in January 2020 to 2.8% in April 2020.  At a time when e-commerce and the ability to 
work from home have become indispensable components of our economy, removing many of 
the workers who make these things possible will be extremely counterproductive.   
 
The following statement on the importance of OPT to the business community and American 
economy was included in a recent report shared by Business Roundtable: 
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“Proposed changes that would discourage OPT participation are particularly 
short- sighted, as the United States should encourage talented foreign-born 
students to study in the United States and work for U.S. companies after they 
graduate. As new industries emerge that will play an increasingly important role 
in the 21st-century economy, it is critical that U.S. immigration policies continue 
to attract the best and brightest students from around the world. In this way, 
immigrants can help the United States achieve its full economic potential, to the 
benefit of all Americans.” 

 
The Massachusetts economy continues to prove that the global contest for talent can be won 
because of the way of life and opportunity that exists in the United States – and despite 
COVID-19, with the help of these talented foreign graduates of our US colleges and 
universities, we will continue to see companies founded here, jobs created here and useful, 
valuable products and services created. We are proud that we also get to see new Americans 
and their families becoming part of the economy and community here every day. The OPT 
program is an essential part of maintaining that global advantage.  
 
 
Thank you. 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Thomas Hopcroft 
President & CEO 
 
 
cc:  
The Honorable Elizabeth Warren, U.S. Senator 
The Honorable Ed Markey, U.S. Senator 
 


